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• Public Library of Bruges 
 

• Bruges: 2000 years of history 

 

• A medieval metropolis|gateway (1200-1500) 

 

• Today: 120.000 inhabitants and two pillars 

– Tourism and cultural heritage (Unesco, 2000) 
(Cultural capital of Europe, 2002) > opportunities 

– Bruges Seaport (Dunkirk|Antwerp|Rotterdam) 
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• Public Library of Bruges 
 

• Public Library and Heritage Library: a 
hybrid story 

• 200 years of history and heritage 
networks today 

• Cultural heritage collections 

• Working with cultural heritage 

– Acquisition 

– Cataloguing en public activities 

– Preservation and conservation 

– Scientific research 
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• 200 years of history 
 

• 1795: Ecole Centrale > William F. Edwards 
– French Revolution and monastic confiscations 

 

• 1804/1819: Public Library Bruges > City Hall 
 

• 1870 >: focus on cultural heritage  
 

• 1945 >/1970> : modern public library, network 
library  
 

• 1986: modern library building ‘Biekorf’ 
(‘Beehive’) 
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• Networks and cultural heritage 
collections  

 

• Cultural heritage in a public library! 

 

• Bruges, a town full of books 

 

• 2009/2011: partnership of the Flemish 
Heritage Library/ label als Heritage Library  
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• Cultural heritage collections 

 

– Medieval manuscripts (550): cistercians 

– Printed books (25.000): incunables (not Caxton) 
and Brugean imprints 

– ‘Private libraries’: Guido Gezelle (1830-1899), 
Achiel Van Acker (1898-1975) and some 20 others 
(20.000 + 30.000) 

– A scholarly collection about art(history), literature, 
and the other human sciences (110.000) 
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Een  drieluik 
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• Acquisitions (selective) 

– Focus on Bruges within a broath context 

– Purchases, deposits, donations 

– From ‘production’ towards ‘consumption’ 

– Collections and individual items 

– Highlights: 

• Italian Chronicle of Flanders (1988) 

• Manuscipts Eugeen van Oye <> Guido Gezelle (1998) 

• Bowet Hours (2015) 
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• Cataloguing and public activities 
 

• Cabrio: not just a library catalogue  
What’s on?  

» What about cataloguing other holdings?  

» International holdings and multilingualism 

» Parallel forums: stcv and others 

• To digitize: an own studio, an own platform in the make 
–  Participation: gezelle.be, flandrica.be, 

historischebronnen.be … 
 

• Exhibitions and integrated projects  
 

• “Target” groups, support and education 
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• Preservation and Conservation 
 

• No conservation department  

  > budget + successful crowdfunding 

• CAT (Controlled Atmosphere Technology)  
 >quarantaine 

• Top restorations versus EHBO/ FAFA  

 (First Aid > first line conservation; 20 minutes|10 €|book) 
 

• CORES: participation in a platform for education 
in skilled craftsman (cfr. symposium 2016) 
 

• Pixus-boxes > machine-made, to the size of the book 
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• Scientific Research 
 

• Research in the pure sense (keepers of 
the collections and cataloguers) 

• Cataloguing culture heritage IS doing 
scientific research 

• To facilitate research (individual/ 
seminaries/dissertations) 

• Preparing (international) exhibitions  

• Welcome! 

 

 

Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge 

Arbikon 2016 

 



Museum of Fine Art Boston Public Library Bruges, Inc. 3873 



 

 

 

Colard Mansion  
and the Bruges printing industry in the second half of 

the fifteenth century 

 

 

 

Exhibition spring 2018 
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